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NP Mission Council Meeting Agenda 6/12/2007 • 7:00 PM – 8:15 PM

Devotion and Opening Prayer led by the Rev. Mac McArthur, Stated Clerk from Lk 19. 1-10 at 7 PM

Zacchaeus was short and stuck up in a tree, much like Newark Presbytery has been. The Mission Council is leading the way to facilitate and regulate the coming down of the tree. Coming down out of the tree, we bring many gifts and resources as we seek to reach the world together with the Good News.

Dr. Kevin Yoho, General Presbyter, was asked to take minutes.

Quorum established by Moderator.

MSP Approve Minutes from 5/8/07 meeting with date correction made.

MSP Approve docket for meeting.
Financial Report made by Mr. Nil Bhavsar, NP Accountant.

1. Peacemaking will be advised to utilize the $1,710 in its account from 2005 in this calendar year.

a. Moderator will send letter.

2. Per Capita receipts to date total $84,621.31.Total Apportionment: $161,636.72

3. 30% of our congregations (12) have not returned Mission Pledge Forms after two months of proactive encouragement.

a. GP will send letter to pastor/moderator asking them to return form.

b. GP will ask COM Triennial team to give any additional info regarding the congregations.

General Presbyter Report: Transformation and Mission.

Dr. Yoho related a discovery after visiting many congregations and pastors during the past twelve months that what brought our congregations to this time and place (here) will not get us into our future (there). He recounted how hard it is for people to change, to even act on new information even when certain of its validity. Change is tough. But change is not optional if we are to deliver on the promises of the presbytery’s new mission design, which the Mission Council represents and embodies so well. The Mission Council is leading the way to help our congregations to thing differently about ministry and how we do worship, Bible study, youth ministry, VBS, and outreach and ministries of hospitality and compassion. The Strategic Partnership Commission will be presented to the June presbytery meeting, and if established, they will be charged with exploring the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats to creating a 501(c)(3). The SPC will present its findings and recommendations to the September presbytery meeting.
Update on Current Work Teams

Leadership Development: Nancy McArthur will support but not chair the 2008 event. Consideration was made to shift date to February time frame. Team will choose speaker and report on progress.
Peacemaking: Funding has already been allocated to the team. Request of $1,700 received without a budget.

MSP to allocate 5 min. of MC report at June presbytery meeting to Peacemaking.
Middle East: Presentations recently made to national group around issues of concern. 

MSP to support trip of two Palestinian children to the Triennium in the amount of $1,200.

Disabilities:

MSP to dismiss the Disabilities Work Team with thanks. It was noted that this team has kept vital and missional issues in the forefront of the presbytery for many years. With the recent death of its leader, new the MC is urging NP to take initiative to solicit new leadership and renewed energy in this important area.

Response to Winter Article Letter: Will be presented for a second reading.

MSP to allocate 10 min. of MC report at June meeting to the Rev. Dr. Paul Leggett for 2nd Reading.

West Orange: Written report received with thanks to the team.

Cooperative Ministry: Written report received with thanks.

Consideration of New Work Teams

Evangelism Work Team:

MSP to allocate $5,000 to send a team to the PCUSA national Evangelism Conference in August, 2007 and upon its return, promote the formation of a work team to resource and promote effective evangelism programs among our churches.

Agreed to commission the Evangelism Work Team during the presbytery meeting.


Next Meeting Date: September 11, 2007, 7PM



Responsibility for devotions: Carmen Rodriguez

Meeting Adjourned with prayer at 8:55 PM, Respectfully submitted, Dr. Kevin Yoho
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