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#1

DOCKET

Welcome to the Presbytery of Newark, gathering at Third Presbyterian!

5:00

5:10

5:30

6:30

Registration and Information (reception area near sanctuary)
Orientation for First Time Commissioners (adjacent to registration)
Dinner in the Fellowship Hall

The Moderator Convenes Presbytery in Sanctuary (Paul Leggett)

CALL TO THE WORSHIP & WORK OF GOD

One: Come into the presence of God as we seek strength and direction.
Many: All of us are different. We look, act and think differently, but we
are of the same body. We each have our own interests, needs and wants,
for we are individuals. But we have the name of Christ with us and in us.
Because of Christ Lord, we are one. We come now to worship and to
serve.
Lighting the Christ Candle
Hymn of Worship- O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing

O for a thousand tongues to sing

My great Redeemer’s praise,

The glories of my God and King,

The triumphs of His grace!

My gracious Master and my God,

Assist me to proclaim,

To spread through all the earth abroad

The honors of Thy name.

Prayer of Confession and Pardon

One: Friends, James, the brother of Jesus, wrote these words: “Confess
your sins to one another, and pray for each other, that you may be healed.” Let
us pray.

All: God of Grace, we come to you, knowing we have sinned. We
come-afraid to name our deepest hurts, the hurt we have caused and the
wounds we hide. In a world that pulls us in so many directions, we are
often tempted to cut the ropes of love that binds us together. As we seek
to be slow to anger, quick to listen, and quick to love, may we find
forgiveness from you, from those who we have offended, and from our
own selves. In Christ’s name we pray. Amen
Words of Assurance: Sisters and brothers of faith, our Strength and Redeemer
forgives us. May we rejoice in God’s mercy and trust God to lead us in the
ways of courage and justice.
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6:35
6:45
6:55

7:05

7:20
7:25

7:30
7:45

8:00

8:30

8:25

Sharing our Mission Statement (Unison) - Connecting Faith with Life
We are the Presbytery of Newark, a people of God,

centered in Jesus Christ, grounded in Scripture,

shaped by the Reformed tradition,

and empowered by the Holy Spirit.
We strive daily to serve our congregations,

strengthen and empower the leadership within our membership,

support and nurture our ministers, and witness to the community.
We endeavor to do this by gathering to worship God,

fostering spiritual developments, sharing gifts, talents and resources,

and cultivating and embracing diversity.

Arrangements and brief history of Third Church, by host pastor (Barry Dancy)
Welcome of First-Time Commissioners and Visitors (Paul Leggett)
Moderator’s Remarks
Joys and Concerns
Resignation of Stated Clerk, the Rev. Dr. Paul O. Boger, H.R.,
Report of Nominating Committee (Ron Johnson)
Nominating Committee Recommendation of the Rev. Richard Boyer as Stated
Clerk Pro Tem
Consent Agenda (#2) (Paul Leggett)
Report of Stated Clerk
Approval of Docket (#1)
Enrollment of Corresponding Members and Introductions
Quorum
Voting Eligibility
Parliamentary Procedure
Report of Presbytery Records (Ethelyn Fulton)
Report of the General Presbyter (Kevin Yoho) (#3)
Report of the Committee on Ministry (Dan Martian) (#4)
1. Final Reading/Vote: Continuing Membership and Validation of Ministry
2. Recommendation that the Rev. Dr. Ralph Garlin Clingan, Ph.D. be granted
the status of Honorably Retired.
Report of the Committee on Examinations
Presentation of the Rev. Frank Muse
Frank Muse: Statement of Faith (#4)
Frank Muse: Examination
Terms of Call
Transfer from Presbytery of
Enroll as Member of Presbytery
Installation Plans
Report of the Mission Council (Doris Peterson) (#7)
5 min. Disabilities Work Group (Birda Ferguson)
10 min.Hunger Action Team (Phyllis Zoon)
5 min. Peacemaking Team (Barbara Williams-Hubbard)
The Word
Song of Preparation: Jesus is My Lord. (Soloist, Steven Malato)
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8:45

9:00

9:20

9:25

9:30

Scripture Reading: Mark 2:1-12

Meditation- The Rev. Dr. Kevin Yoho
Prayers of the People (Unison)
All: Gracious God, Maker of heaven and earth, we stand in awe of your
creation. We hold in our hearts prayers for that creation — for loved
ones, for our community, and for the whole world. We lay them before
you now, and ask that same Spirit that covered the chaos, the same Spirit
that ignited the church so long ago, to be present once again in us. While
your Spirit knows no boundaries, your care knows no borders; you keep
your promises and attend to those who call upon you in faith and in truth.
We thank you Holy Spirit that when we are not able - you are. We thank
you God for sending us helpers, for giving us brothers and sisters, for
making us a part of a community of care - a part of your church, your
people - so that what we lack others may make up - and what they lack
we may provide according the riches of your grace. Help us to work
together doing your work so that your name will be glorified in the
world. Amen

Hymn: Bless Be the Ties that Bind

Blest be the tie that binds

our hearts in Christian love;
the fellowship of kindred minds
is like to that above.

We share each other's woes,
our mutual burdens bear;
and often for each other flows
the sympathizing tear.

When we asunder part,

it gives us inward pain;

but we shall still be joined in heart,

and hope to meet again.

Report of Finance Committee (#7) (Laurin “Mac” MacArthur)
Report of Nominating Committee (Ron Johnson)

Report of Committee on Preparation for Ministry (Barbara Piercy)
Report of Presbyterian Women (Barbara Turnbull)

New Business

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN MODERATOR VOICE AND VOTE (first
reading).





STATED MEETING Presbytery of Newark Third Presbyterian, Newark
September 26, 2006 * 5:00 PM — 9:30 PM Page 4 of 4

IT WAS VOTED to accord the Moderator of Presbyterian Women voice and
vote at presbytery meetings. Since this is a change in the Standing Rules it
will need to be voted on a second time at the September stated meeting.

9:40 Open Microphone/Announcements

9:50 Adjourn with Prayer/Extinguishing the Christ Candle

WHO MAY SPEAK AND VOTE DURING THE MEETING?
Minister Members of Presbytery
Commissioned Lay Pastors who are members of Presbytery
Elder Commissioners elected by their sessions
Elder moderators of presbytery committees
Elders serving on Mission Council.

Thanks to all who participated in our presbytery meeting.

Especially, our host church, Third Presbyterian Church, Stated Supply the Rev. Barry
Dancy, Musician, Ms. Barbara Richardson, and soloist Steven Malato, Third
Presbyterian Church.
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#2

CONSENT AGENDA

REPORT OF THE STATED CLERK SEPTEMBER 26, 2006
TO BE ADMITTED TO RECORD:

1. That the minutes of the June 2006 Stated Meeting be approved as distributed
electronically.

2. That the following minutes of the Commission to Ordain Michael Samson be approved.
Minutes of Administrative Commission to Ordain

The Administrative Commission to ordain Michael Samson as Minister of Word and
Sacrament convened with prayer at 6:25 pm on July 23, 2006 in the Grace Presbyterian
Church, Montclair, NJ.

A quorum of the following ministers and elders was present.

Elders
Alex Samson, Jr. of Grace, Montclair
Jean Samson, of Grace Montclair

Donna Fischer of Wolff Memorial, Newark
Gerard Valk of First, Caldwell

Ministers

Paul Leggett, Grace, Montclair

Brandi Wolf Drake, Grace, Montclair

Robert McGruther, HR, Presbytery of Newark

Invited to Sit with the Commission

Barbara Samson, Grace, Montclair

Judith Haas, Toms River, NJ

Wayne Samson, Reformed Church in America
Heather Kenned, Grace, Montclair

William Samson, Carlisle Evangelical Free Church

Brandi Wolfe Drake was elected clerk of the commission. The Printed order of worship was
approved. The commission recessed to the Sanctuary of Grace Church where the
moderator, Paul A. Leggett, led in worship assisted by members of the commission. Rev.
Leggett preached the sermon and the candidate for ordination responded affirmatively to the
constitutional questions. Michael McCall Samson was declared ordained. The pastor was
charged by Alex Samson, Jr. The newly ordained pastor pronounced the benediction,
following which the commission adopted its minutes and adjourned with prayer.

Attest: Brandi Wolfe Drake, Clerk of the Commission
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1. FOR ACTION: The following paper on Continuing Membership and Validation of Ministry Policy.

PRESBYTERY OF NEWARK

CONTINUING MEMBERSHIP AND VALIDATION OF MINISTRY POLICY

In addition to the “Criteria for Ministry of Continuing Members” found in G-6.0100, G-
6.0200 and G-11.0403, the following shall apply:

1. A continuing member shall take the initiative in establishing an active relation
to Presbytery evidenced by regular attendance. Regular attendance shall
normally be understood to consist of attendance in at least three (3) of the
regular stated meetings each year, and request for excuse for all absences.
Honorably Retired members are encouraged to attend meetings but are not
required to request an excuse for all absences from regular stated meetings.

2. A continuing member shall exhibit and implement willingness to serve in the
committee and committee structures of the governing bodies.

3. A continuing member shall be:

a) under documented and approved call or contract to a particular
congregation or governing body position, or

b) honorably retired, or

c) [COM] approved member at large, or

d) entering a work defined in G-11.0411 for which the presbytery shall
give its permission by validating it a ministry “In Service Beyond the
Jurisdiction of the Church.”

Minister members of the Presbytery of Newark may be engaged in validated
ministries within congregations (G-11.0409), within governing bodies of the church,
ecumenical agencies, specialized ministries under the control of the church, and
interdenominational agencies (G-11.0410); or engaged in validated ministries
beyond the jurisdiction of the church (G-11.0411), providing the ministry meets the
following criteria:

I. The ministry shall be approved by presbytery before the member enters
into such service. (G-11.0411)
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[I. The ministry shall be in line with the mission of the presbytery. (G-
11.0411)

[ll. The ministry shall adhere to the essentials of the Reformed faith and polity
as expressed in the Book of Order and the Book of Confessions and in
conformity with the mission of God’s people in the world as set forth in
Scripture. (G-6.0108, G-11.0403)

IV. The ministry makes active and effective use of the biblical and theological
training that is required for ordination. (G-11.0403)

V. The ministry shall exercise pastoral care to those for whom they are
responsible. The ministry shall serve Christ and humanity, strengthen the
church and equip it for service to the human community. (G-6.0203)

VI. Those involved in validated ministries outside of a congregation shall
participate in the worship of a local congregation, in their presbytery, and
in ecumenical relationships, and shall be eligible for election to the higher
governing bodies of the church and to the boards and agencies of those
governing bodies. (G-11.0403)

VII. Those engaged in validated ministry shall be accountable to the
presbytery. (G-11.0403)

The ministry shall be accountable for its character and conduct to the presbytery and
appropriate organizations or agencies. (G-11.0403)
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A Personal Statement of Christian Faith, Frank Muse

“In the beginning was the Word...” From the very start, God has chosen to speak to us, so that
while the being of God is beyond our comprehension, the nature of God is not beyond our
apprehension. Our God is a God of self-expression who continues to seek after us for relationship
and communion. It has been so since God called creation into being, and will be so forever.

Holy Scripture testifies to the history of God’s relationship to creation through the people of Israel
and the early church. In this Word of God we have the inspired testimony of God’s actions toward
us. Here we learn of God’s steadfast love, and of the often distorted human response to the challenge
and claim of God’s covenant with us. Despite our failure to respond in faith and to live up to our
intended purpose, God continues to reach out to us, that we many know and be known by God. This,
I believe, is what God wants for us and seeks from us.

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us...” The ultimate expression of God’s nature and
intentions is God’s self-revelation in Jesus Christ. The mystery and scandal of the incarnation
remains a “stumbling block” to most of us. Here God’s power is made known in weakness; God’s
“foolishness” is to love both the despised and the despisers. Through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
God vindicated his death on the cross; this sacrifice was made the power to save us from death,
alienation and despair. The cross remains for us our strange symbol of hope for a renewed and
restored relationship with God and with one another.

The living God remains with us and for us today through the power of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of
God in Christ is at work among us in all the world, but particularly in the church, whose head is Jesus
Christ. Here God encounters us again in Word and Sacrament, reminding us of God’s healing love,
sustaining us in forgiveness and renewed hope, empowering us for service to the world. Yet the
Spirit cannot be confined to the church, for the gift of the Spirit by its very nature seeks to break
down all barriers to the realization of God’s boundless love.

In the sacrament of baptism the Spirit claims and marks us as God’s beloved, invited to enter a new
community in covenant relationship with God and one another. God’s gracious initiative as Creator,
Redeemer and Sustainer is poured over us in water, as both promissory seal and the sign of new life
in Christ. In a similar way the sacrament of communion recalls this newness of life as “the joyful
feast of the people of God.” The life, death and resurrection of our Lord are all gathered up in tangible
symbols of bread and wine. The intimate presence of “God with us” is remembered and evoked in
this mystery, continually reshaping isolated selves into a community of hope. In both sacraments we
recall the peculiar nature of our identity as a people called church, and anticipate the fulfillment of
God’s purposes for humankind.

The mission of the church follows the pattern of Christ’s ministry on earth and of the Spirit’s
activity in proclaiming the good news. That is, God’s love is made manifest in concrete acts of love
and justice, bringing reconciliation to all. This love made flesh points not to itself, but always beyond
itself to the transcendent God who is both its source and its end. It is a love that celebrates and
suffers for all of life and for all the freedom and new life God desires for all humanity. For the gift of
this love, and for the gift of faith itself, thanks be to God.
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Terms of Call for the Rev. Frank Muse, (from Pastoral Call Form)

The First Presbyterian Church, Orange, New Jersey, being well satisfied with your qualifications for
ministry and confident that we have been led to you by the Holy Spirit as one whose service will be
profitable to the spiritual interests of our congregation and fruitful for the Kingdom of our Lord,
earnestly and solemnly calls you, The Rev. Frank Muse, to undertake the office of Pastor of the
congregation, beginning October 16, 2006, promising you in the discharge of your duty all proper
support, encouragement and allegiance in the Lord.

That you may be free to devote full time to the ministry off the Pastor among us, we promise and
obligate ourselves to provide you the following annually:

Cash Salary.........cooeeiieee e $ 31,675
Offset for SECA ..ot e $ 3,197
Foregone interest on below-market loan ............ccccoceeereiennnee. $ 0

TOTAL income reported to IRS ..o, $ 34,872
Housing alloWancCe ..........cc.oouieuieieeeeeeeeeeee e $ 0
USE Of MANSE ..o s 13,575

Utilities Allowance: (All manse utilities paid by church, except telephone.)
Full medical, pension, disability, and death coverage

under the Board of Pensions ..........cooooeeeeiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee $ 14,028
Other benefits:
Deferred Compensation ...........cccoceeeeciieeiccieee e, $ 0
Medical/Dental reimbursement allowance .................... $ 0

Paid vacation leave of four (4) weeks annually

Paid continuing education leave of two (2) weeks annually,
cumulative up to four weeks.

Moving expenses (reasonable, as negotiated).

It is understood that the following annual expenses of ministry will be reimbursed through a voucher
plan:

Professional and Travel Expenses (IRS allowable rate) ........... $ 2,700

Continuing Education AlloWanCe...........cccoccveeeeeiieee e, $ 720

/signed, congregational witnesses
/signed the Rev. Larry Bauerband, Moderator of Congregational Meeting held 9/24/2006.
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